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EDITO
Created in 1996 on the CNRS campus in Orleans La Source, LE STUDIUM has
evolved to become a multidisciplinary Loire Valley Institute for Advanced Studies
(IAS), operating in the region Centre-Val de Loire of France. LE STUDIUM has
its headquarters in the city centre of Orleans in a newly renovated 17th century
building. The amazing facilities are shared with the University of Orleans. In
2014 new developments and programmes linked to the smart specialisation
of the Centre-Val de Loire region came to strengthen existing IAS cooperative
relationships with the local and the international community of researchers,
developers and innovators.
LE STUDIUM IAS offers to internationally competitive senior research
scientists the opportunity to discover and work in one of the IAS’s affiliate
laboratories from the University François-Rabelais of Tours, the University
of Orleans, National Institute of Applied Sciences (INSA) Centre Val de Loire
and ESAD Orléans, as well as of nationally accredited research institutions
located in the region Centre-Val de Loire (BRGM, CEA, CNRS, INSERM, INRA,
IRSTEA). Our goal is to develop and nurture trans-disciplinary approaches
as innovative tools for addressing some of the key scientific, socio-economic
and cultural questions of the 21st century. We also encourage researchers’
interactions with industry via the IAS’s links with Poles of Competitiveness,
Clusters, Technopoles, and Chambers of Commerce etc.
LE STUDIUM has attracted over one hundred and sixty LE STUDIUM
RESEARCH FELLOWS and LE STUDIUM RESEARCH PROFESSORS for long
term residencies. In addition to the contribution in their host laboratories,
researchers are required to participate in the scientific life of the IAS through
attendance at monthly interdisciplinary meetings called LE STUDIUM
THURSDAYS and gathering members of the regional scientific community and
industries.
For the period 2015-2020, LE STUDIUM operates with an additional award
from the European Commission in the framework of the Marie SkłodowskaCurie Actions (MSCA) with the programme MSCA-COFUND for the mobility of
experienced researchers. This co-funding instrument increases the number
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of LE STUDIUM fellowships to be awarded each year. LE STUDIUM is also the
official partner of the Ambition Research and Development 2020 (ARD 2020)
initiated by the region Centre-Val de Loire, that supports the specialisation
strategy around 5 main axes: biopharmaceuticals, renewable energies,
cosmetics, environmental metrology and heritage intelligence.
Researchers are also invited and supported by the IAS to organise, during
their residency and in collaboration with their host laboratory, a two-day
LE STUDIUM CONFERENCE. It provides them with the opportunity to invite
internationally renowned researchers to a cross-disciplinary conference, on
a topical issue, to examine progress, discuss future studies and strategies to
stimulate advances and practical applications in the chosen field. The invited
participants are expected to attend for the duration of the conference and
contribute to the intellectual exchange. Past experience has shown that these
conditions facilitate the development or extension of existing collaborations
and enable the creation of productive new research networks.
The present LE STUDIUM CONFERENCE " Transcultural Mediterranean: in
search of non-orthodox and non-hegemonic universalism(s) " is the 74th in a
series started at the end of 2010 listed at the end of this booklet.
We thank you for your participation and wish you an interesting and intellectually
stimulating conference. Also, we hope that during these two days some of you
will see an opportunity to start a productive professional relationship with LE
STUDIUM Loire Valley Institute for Advanced Studies and research laboratories
in the region Centre-Val de Loire.

Yves-Michel GINOT
Chairman
LE STUDIUM
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Dr Ewa A. Łukaszyk was born in Lublin, Poland in 1972. After her studies in Romance philology and comparative
literature in Poland and in Portugal (University of Lisbon), she obtained her PhD and habilitation (post-doctoral
degree) at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, where she also got her academic initiation in Oriental studies.
She published several books on Portuguese and Lusophone literatures: Terrytorium a świat (The Territory and the
World, Kraków 2003), Pokusa pustyni (The Temptation of the Desert, Kraków 2005), which is a monograph on the
Portuguese Nobel Prize winner, José Saramago, Imperium i nostalgia (Empire and nostalgia, Warsaw 2015), and
other. She also authored a number of publications in cultural theory and criticism, including a volume of essays
Humanistyka, która nadchodzi (The coming humanities, Warsaw 2018). She was editor and co-editor of several
volumes of studies in comparative literature, of which the latest is Niewłasne lektury (Unappropriated books,
Warsaw 2018). In the framework of her current Marie-Curie-Skłodowska fellowship in Tours, she has been working
on the idea of Adamic language as an element migrating not only between the Mediterranean cultural and religious
circles, but also marking its presence in the early-modern European expansion in the New World; she has also
studied the universalist ideas of Guillaume Postel.

What is the concept of transcultural Mediterranean for?
The necessity of studying and describing the Mediterranean in transcultural terms may be seen
as obvious, if we treat such a vision of the region’s past as a foundation for a more harmonious
future. Yet the importance of the transcultural Mediterranean is not exclusively that of creating a
narration that might contribute for an increased social stability in the age of massive migrations
and disrupting religious ideals. In this presentation, I will try to sketch the importance of medieval
and early-modern heritage in the formation of transcultural humanities. Specific topics such as
the Adamic language or, speaking more generally, the Mediterranean legacies of Roger’s Sicily
or al-Andalus, may serve as the ground for new approaches toward radical cultural criticism,
according to the paradigm created by Giorgio Agamben. The medieval and early-modern failure
of non-hegemonic trans-religious universalism may be studied as the source of its problematic
character in the Modernity and nowadays. In the meanwhile, an uninterrupted line of thinkers
at odds with the orthodoxies of their times shaped a heritage which is of crucial importance not
only for the Mediterranean, but also for the world. Globalized, in its early-modern beginnings,
according to the flawed patterns issued from the Mediterranean consciousness and imagination,
the world may still receive a new, transcultural matrix of concepts issued from the rethinking of
the early (dis)encounters in the region.
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Pr Marie-Luce Demonet

CONVENOR

University of Tours
60 Rue du Plat d’Étain,
37000 Tours - FR
Email: marie-luce.demonet@univ-tours.fr
Tel.: +33 2 47 36 77 80

Born in 1951, Marie-Luce DEMONET studied in Orleans and Tours. She was Professor of French Renaissance
literature at the Universities of Aix-en-Provence (1983-1991), Clermont-Ferrand (1991-1997), Poitiers (1997-2001)
and Tours (2001-2016). She was the Dean of the Center for Renaissance Studies in Tours (2003-2007), the director of
the Institute for Social Sciences and Humanities of the Loire Valley (Orléans-Tours, 2012-2014). She is now professor
emerita, and corresponding fellow of the British Academy since 2017. She studies the connections between
literature, languages, and semiotic theories (Les Voix du signe, 1992, A plaisir, 2002, Rabelais et la question du sens
(dir.), 2011), and published about two hundred articles and essays on Rabelais, Montaigne, and various Renaissance
authors. Head of the «Virtual Humanistic Libraries» program (2002-2016), and of the «Montaigne at work project»
(2011-2014), she develops scholarly digital editions (XML/TEI) while preparing books about the status of fiction and
verisimilitude in Renaissance genres.

Rabelais’s encounter with Adam: naming world culture
In his Lives of Gargantua and Pantagruel, Rabelais combined the fantastic imagination of
oriental legends, of Indo-European myths, of classical Antiquity and Renaissance scholarship,
using a vernacular French stuffed with linguistic borrowings and inventions. His curiosity went
far beyond his native country, and his interest for Mediterranean, Middle-, Far-East and New
World cultures is noteworthy. He played with the art of transforming actual history and places
into shareable worlds of fiction, in which Adamic language plays a major part: it is no more a
divine idiom, but a transcultural blending of human emotions. He was aware of the new power of
the written word, and of the book: the printing technique and the paper made of hemp and linen
were Chinese, the paper mills imported from Middle East developed in Northern Italy: no activity
was more international than printing and selling books. Nevertheless Rabelais shows elements
of “intangible” culture, non-written literature, calendar festivals, pre-Christian and oriental cults
and rites. Several tales imbedded in the Lives belong to the aural world literature, to which we
can add the rich tradition of apocryphal Gospels and Bible, several versions of them of rabbinic,
gnostic or Manichean origin. He names the towers of Theleme in a parody of Adam’s naming of
the world with the four cardinal points, adding two more directions that manifest his own creative
imagination.

Dr Patricia Benstein
The University of Western Australia
School of Humanities
35 Stirling Highway
CRAWLEY WA 6009 - AU
Email: patricia.benstein@uwa.edu.au
Tel.: +61 8 6488 2174

Dr Patricia Benstein is currently an Honorary Research Fellow in the School of Humanities at The University of
Western Australia. Patricia studied English, French, and German literature at The University of Melbourne. She
then obtained a Diploma of Education and became a qualified secondary teacher of foreign languages and a NAATI
accredited interpreter and translator. She also studied French and Russian at the Sorbonne University. In 1997, she
obtained her first PhD in Education from The University of Sydney. After many years of lecturing at universities in
Australia and Germany, she was awarded a second PhD in 2016 (mention très honorable) in spiritual anthropology
from the University of Aix-en-Provence. The topic of her thesis was: La conception du divin et de l’être humain
dans la doctrine d’Ibn Arabi. Her research areas include the teachings of Ibn Arabi and other Sufi mystics, the
multidimensional nature of human beings and optimal educational conditions for the expression of human potential.
Patricia is currently working on the publication of her thesis on Ibn Arabi. Her latest publication is the following:
Benstein, P. 2017, Integration of the Self and Awareness (ISA) in Learning and Teaching. Peter Lang, Frankfurt

The concept of the divine and the perfect human being in the doctrine of Ibn
Arabi
Ibn Arabi’s metaphysical doctrine addresses a great selection of key areas that might assist
in building harmonious relationships across cultures. Amongst them are, for instance, the
immanence and transcendence of God, the human heart as the locus of divine manifestations, the
holy names, the spiritual journeys of the prophets and the process of perpetual manifestations. By
distinguishing between the different planes of the divine reality, ahadiyya (God as absolute nonduality) and wahidiyya (God as the divine reality in relation to multiplicity), Ibn Arabi contributed to
a conceptualisation of God that moved beyond traditional Islamic orthodoxy.
His concept of the universal human being (insan kamil) who actualises and witnesses the
manifestation of particular divine names is based on the realisation that every human being is
bound to the Absolute in the form of his particular Lord (al-rabb). The ascension process of the
human being towards the Absolute is mirrored in the descent of the Lord who needs the world
so that particular names can be expressed and divine actions can be implemented. Ibn ‘Arabi’s
insan kamil is the human being who has arrived at perfect servanthood because he/she remains
quiet and stable among the perpetual renewals. His/her heart (qalb) is an impeccable mirror that
can accommodate all transformations (taqallubat). In it the divine reality can contemplate itself.
Ibn ‘Arabi’s perspective of an all-encompassing totality of reality that includes all phenomena
and remains forever unlimited can be conceptualised as ‘inclusive transcendence’. It not only ties
together the vast variety of themes in Ibn Arabi’s writings but also offers an understanding of the
human potential that transcends any particular time and location and thus remains relevant for
future generations.
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Dr Joanna Gorecka-Kalita

Dr Michela Salsano

Jagiellonian University
Institute of Romance Philology
Al. Mickiewicza 9A
31-120 Kraków - PL

University of Salerno,
Doctoral school in: Studies and researches on Antiquity, Middle
Age, and Humanism (RAMUS) - IT
Université François Rebelais – CESR
Doctoral school in: Sciences de l’Homme et de la Société (SHS),
37000 Tours - FR

Email: joanna.gorecka.kalita@gmail.com
Tel.: +48 692 952 971

Joanna Gorecka-Kalita is a French philologist, literary researcher in the field of medieval Old French literature
and translator. She works as an associate professor in the Institute of Romance Philology, Jagiellonian University
(Cracow). Her key interests are Arthurian literature belonging to the so-called Holy Grail cycle, the verse romances
of Tristan and Iseult, medieval romances of Antiquity (“romans antiques”) and the vernacular hagiography.

The Hermit and the Maiden. The longevity of a transcultural topos
In 2006, a NYT journalist Marlise Simons listens to a tale told by Mohammad Jabiri at Jemma
el Fnaa in Marrakesh, about the girl fallen in love with a saintly hermit. The same year, a BBC
journalist, Richard Hamilton, starts collecting stories of the last hlaykia, traditional Moroccan
storytellers. His anthology will be published in 2011 under the title The Last Storytellers: Tales
from the Heart of Morocco, and it will include the story narrated by Mohammed Jabiri. However,
what Marlise Simons and Richard Hamilton both consider to be a charming Arabian folktale,
proves to be in fact an amalgam of extremely complex narrative motifs originating from various
sources and heterogeneous traditions – oriental and occidental, erudite and folkloric, Islamic and
Christian – and predating by many centuries the birth of the tradition of Moroccan storytelling.
Some of these motifs can be traced back to early Christian sources – the lives of the hermit
saints, the Apophtegmata of the Desert Fathers, the byzantine menologies – some can be found
in Islamic lore, like the Arabian legend of Barsisa and the related topos called “Three sins of the
hermit”; while still others can be discovered, rather surprisingly, in medieval vernacular Western
hagiography.
The aim of my paper is therefore to take a closer look at these elements, or “blocks” of which the
story is built, and which form a cultural and sometimes quite unorthodox mosaic. The analysis
should provide an insight into some important transcultural patterns of thought and values.

Email: salsanomichela3@gmail.com
Tel.: +39 3489106741

Michela Salsano was born on June 6, 1990, in Salerno (Italy).
Since November 2016, she’s phd student in Studies and researches on Antiquity, Middle Age, and Humanism
(RAMUS) in University of Salerno. She currently works on criticism to the logical formalisms of the scholasticism
in the thought of Pierre de la Ramée, on which is based her doctoral thesis, wich is develops in joint degree with
Université François Rebelais of Tours among Centre d’études superieures de la Renaissance. Beginning from the
same year she’s member of the Inter-departmental Center of «Filosofia Tardoantica, Medievale e Umanistica,
FiTMU» of the university of Salerno. On July 14th 2015, she graduated with honors, in History of humanistic and
medieval philosophy, with thesis: Method and logic in the Repastinatio Dialecticae et philosophiae of Lorenzo
Valla. She achieved bachelor’s degree in Philosophy with honors, in the 2012, with thesis in History of the medieval
Philosophy, at the title: The status of universal terms in the Summa Logicae of William of Ockham. On January
2018, for the international conference: Poesia teologia e teologia poetica. Testi e contesti. Antichità, Medioevo,
Rinascimento, at University of Salerno she introduced her report titled: Ars Grammatica: linguistic instrument of the
theological problem in Lorenzo Valla.

The influence of Aristotle’s Arabian commentators on the philosophy of Scholasticism and first Humanism
The three revealed religions, in the historical succession of Christianity, Islam and Judaism, had
to deal with the speculative legacy of the Corpus aristotelicum, whose translation, transmission
and restoration were the object of all the characteristics of a transcultural phenomenon. Starting
from the eighth century, the study of various parts of the Aristotelian philosophy, from Logic to
Physics, from Mathematics to Psychology, from Poetry to Rhetoric, represented an essential
component of the arab education, and as a consequence, saw the succession of different
wisemen, from Al-Kindi, known at the time as «the philosopher of the Arabs», to Al-Farabi called
«the second Master» after Aristotle, up to the first greatest thinker of Arab-Islamic philosophy:
Ibn-Sina (Avicenna). At the same time, the Arab mindset began to spread in the Mediterranean,
thanks to some Arabs who had settled in Sicily and especially in the Muslim Spain, in Cordoba,
where Ibn-Rushd (Averroes) appeared on the western Mediterranean scene; in fact we owe him
the transmission of a good part of the Aristotelian works to the Scholasticism.
A reflection is therefore born, which pushes towards the formulation of a theory about the
transcultural phenomenon. This theory concerns the transmission of the aristotelian doctrines
in the Mediterranean area, and among the folds of this conveyance there are all the conditions
for considering the consequences and the interferences that have been poured above all in the
philosophical and linguistic field in the elaboration of different systems of thought, consequent to
that of the Stagirite, marked by historical stages from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance.
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Pr Stefan Sperl

Pr György Szönyi

School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)
University of London
Russell Square
London WC1 0XG - UK

CEU Budapest
Nádor u. 9,
Budapest 1051 - HU
University of Szeged
H-6720 Szeged,
Dugonics square 13
H-6720 Szeged- HU

Email: ss6@soas.ac.uk

Email: geszonyi@gmail.com
Tel.: +36-20-362 1077
Born in Stuttgart and brought up in Luxembourg, Stefan Sperl studied Arabic at Oxford and the American University
in Cairo and obtained his PhD from SOAS, University of London. He joined UNHCR in 1978, held assignments in Egypt,
Sudan and Geneva, and returned to SOAS in 1988 to lecture in the Middle East Department. His publications include
Mannerism in Arabic Poetry (1989), Qasida Poetry in Islamic Asia & Africa (1996, with Christopher Shackle), as well
as numerous articles on Arabic, Islamic and Refugee Studies. His book The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the
Science of Arabic Penmanship (2014) authored jointly with the artist, calligrapher and scholar Ahmed Moustafa won
the 2016 Iran World Award for the Book. In 2017 he was co-organiser of the symposium ‘Ibn Arabi & the Philosophers’
at SOAS and principal convenor of the British Academy conference ‘Faces of the Infinite: Neoplatonism and Poetics
at the Confluence of Africa, Asia and Europe’.

In Search of Harmony: Reflections on the Transcultural Dimension of Neoplatonism
The paper argues that the philosophical legacy of Plotinus (d. 270 CE), known as Neoplatonism,
deserves to be assessed as a possible source for the ‘non-hegemonic universalism’ which the
conference organisers hope ‘might be recuperated in our times’. The paper begins by outlining
the diverse strands of transmission and acculturation of this legacy by Christianity, Judaism and
Islam in late antiquity and the early Middle-Ages, with particular attention to the impact it has
had on cosmology, mysticism and the arts. It proceeds by focusing on a geometric image favoured
by Plotinus and tracing its re-emergence in Arabic, Ottoman, Italian and Spanish poetry where
it appears in widely differing and yet fundamentally inter-related contexts all of which dwell on
the interface between love sacred and profane. Leading up to the modern period the paper aims
to identify traces of this same legacy and its potential for a trans-cultural way of seeing in Mme
De Staël’s concept of enthousiasme as defined in her work De l’Allemagne (1813). The concluding
remarks will seek to investigate why the Plotinian approach to the transcendence and immanence
of the absolute One would seem to be necessarily conducive to an integrative, pluralist and hence
harmonious vision of the cosmos, one which is, moreover, not without parallels in the Advaita
Vedanta philosophy of India and the Taoism of China. With respect to the Mediterranean world the
question arises how to recuperate this shared Plotinian legacy for the benefit of a new, pluralist
understanding of cultural identity suitable for propagation in educational curricula in order to
‘help to build a harmonious future’ for the region.
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György E. Szönyi is professor of English (Szeged) and cultural/intellectual history (the Central European University,
Budapest). His interests include cultural theory, the Renaissance, the Western Esoteric traditions, and conventions
of symbolization – early modern and (post)modern. *** Important monographs: Pictura & Scriptura. 20th-Century
Theories of Cultural Representations (in Hungarian, Szeged, 2004); Gli angeli di John Dee (Roma: Tre Editori, 2004); John
Dee’s Occultism (Albany: SUNY Press, 2004, paperback 2010). In the making: The Enoch Readers. A Cultural History of
Angels, Magic, and Ascension on High; The Mediality of Culture and the Emblematic Way of Seeing *** He has edited
among others: European Iconography East & West (Leiden, 1996); The Iconography of Power (with Rowland Wymer,
Szeged, 2000); The Iconology of Gender (with Attila Kiss, Szeged, 2008); The Esoteric In Postmodernism, Thematic
issue: European Journal of English Studies 15.3 (with Pia Brinzeu, 2011) *** He is on the editorial board of Aries and
Aries Monograph Series (E. J. Brill) and several other national and international journals. *** Important scholarships:
Fulbright (USA, 1986/87; 2004); Mellon (Germany, 1995; USA, 2001; Germany, 2012); Senior Fellow, Collegium Budapest
Institute for Advanced Study (1998/9); Leverhulme Visiting Professor, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, UK (2009).

Enoch/Idris, Postel, and the Universal Reform
The two heroes of my talk are Enoch and Guillaume Postel. The first is one of the Old Testament
patriarchs, seventh generation from Adam, with a complicated transmission: what we know as
the Book of Enoch exists in three versions, two Christian – an Ethiopic and an Old Church Slavonic,
and a Hebrew. Enoch was not only important for Jews and Christians, but also for Arabs. Under
the name of Idris, Enoch features in the Qur’an, thus indicating that around the Mediterranean a
common cultural heritage connects the three major monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity
and Islam.
Although the canonized holy scriptures of all three religions speak rather sparingly about Enoch,
the apocryphal Book(s) of Enoch provide a rich mythological material which has been fertilizing
unorthodox religiosity since late Antiquity until today!
The authorized version(s) of the Enoch legend faded during the Middle Ages, instead, new and
complicated mythologies proliferated. One was that Enoch, Idris, and Hermes Trismegistus were
one and the same sage of ancient times and he invented all the human sciences, arts, and magic,
when finally achieved deification: he was translated and elevated to God. These legends intrigued
the philosophers of the Renaissance, for whom Florentine Neoplatonism fused with Hermetism
opened new prospects to rectify the original sin and find a new channel to communicate with God
and become exalted.
Guillaume Postel (1510-81) was one of those intellectuals. This amazing and perplexing personality
exemplifies many of the ambitions of the Renaissance man: his knowledge was interdisciplinary;
his goals were Faustian but combined with deep religiosity; he was interested in all languages,
nations, and religions of the Mediterranean, however, in the end, in spite of his great knowledge
and scholarship, he sunk into some strange, visionary enthusiasm and became confined to a
monastery, practically a mental asylum.
In 1546 he met an Ethiopian priest who described for him the Book of Enoch, which existed only
in that language. This changed his life, as I will show in my presentation. But it is important
to remember, that no matter how disturbed he became by his transcendental experiences, he
remained a fervent advocate of tolerance and interdisciplinary study of the various cultures of the
Mediterranean, as shown in his De orbis terrae concordia (1544), Le Livre de la concorde entre le
Coran et les Évangiles (1553), and La République des Turcs (1560).
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Dr Natalia Wawrzyniak
Le Mans University
Avenue Olivier Messiaen,
72085 LE MANS cedex 9 - FR
Email: n.obukowicz@gmail.com

A PhD holder from the University of Warsaw and a former fellow of the Foundation for Polish Science, Dr Natalia
Wawrzyniak specializes in French Renaissance Literature with a strong interdisciplinary background and a significant
experience in coordinating scientific events and projects popularizing science. Her book Lamentation et polémique
au temps des guerres de Religion was published by Classiques Garnier in 2018. The book adopts a multidisciplinary
approach in order to grasp the specificity of lamentation as a polemical practice aimed at neutralizing conflict by pity.
Associated member of the Centre Roland Mousnier (Paris IV), she is currently a post-doc researcher at Le Mans
University working as a coordinator of the exhibition project dedicated to the humanist heritage in pedagogy and
education («Enfances Humanistes»). Her research interests include polemical literature, poetics and rhetorics
of lamentation, history of reading and book history, Renaissance studies and digital humanities (epistemology of
digitized old prints) and crisis-related discourse.

Seven Wise Men and a Friendly Exchange: Universalism as a Mediterranean Tale
The Colloquium of the Seven About Secrets of the Sublime attributed to Jean Bodin (1530-1596)
circulated in manuscripts until the 19th century. The text is structured as a conversation among
a Catholic, a Jew, a Lutheran, a Calvinist, a Muslim, a skeptic, and a naturalist that takes place
in Venice, the city of religious tolerance. An isolated group of wise men discuss the possibility of
creating a new universal community in which the diversity is accepted on the basis of fundamental
underlying similarities.
My paper aims at a close reading of this text from three perspectives : (1) as an epitome of a
non-polemical exchange in the tradition of colloquium ; (2) as a Mediterranean tale of universal
harmony narrated before Bodin by Ramon Llull, Nicolas of Cusa or Marsilio Ficino among others
(3) as a pretext to discuss the possibility of a non-hegemonic universalism.
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Pr Josep Enric Rubio Albarracín

PUBLIC LECTURE

Université de Valence
Avda. Blasco Ibáñez, 32.
46010 Valence - SP
Email: jerubio@uv.es
Tel.: +34 963983868

Docteur avec une thèse sur le Livre de contemplation de Ramon Llull et les origines de l’Ars lullienne. Research
Fellow de la Fondation Alexander von Humboldt à l’Université de Fribourg (Allemagne). En 2012, il a été titulaire invité
de la Chaire « Pierre Abélard » de philosophie médiévale à la Sorbonne pour dispenser une série de leçons sur Lulle,
qui sont à la base du livre Raymond Lulle, le langage et la raison (Vrin, 2017). Avec Alexander Fidora, il a dirigé le
volume collectif Raimundus Lullus. An Introduction to his Life, Works and Thought (Brepols, 2008). Il est membre de
plusieurs comités éditoriaux dont celui chargé de l’édition des œuvres latines de Lulle (Raimundi Lulli Opera Latina)
dans le Corpus Christianorum.

Ramon Llull, ou comment communiquer avec l’autre
Le philosophe et théologien Ramon Llull (1232-1316) est connu surtout comme l’auteur d’une Ars
de trouver la vérité qu’il présente comme alternative aux méthodes développées dans le milieu
universitaire. Le but de cette Ars est de convaincre les « infidèles » de la vérité de la foi catholique à
l’aide de la raison. Cela n’est possible qu’en la concevant comme un langage commun, universel, qui
surmonte les déficiences propres à la nature sensible du signe et qui offre à l’entendement de vrais
signifiés intellectuels. Son point de départ est la conviction qu’il y a une série de principes communs,
acceptables et acceptés par les hommes cultivés de n’importe quelle religion ; c’est à partir de ce fond
culturel partagé que Llull élabore sa méthode comme instrument de dialogue interconfessionnel,
donc dépouillé des traits particuliers qui pourraient l’identifier comme appartenant à une croyance
spécifique. De là suit que le souci lullien pour le langage et la communication soit fondamental pour
comprendre la genèse de cette proposition nouvelle.
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